
 

Save the Date! 

the 

Baldonnel 
School newsletter 

Baldonnel Framework for 
enhancing student learning 

At Baldonnel, our vision is to create a community that awakens 
a desire for life long learning. We believe that we are all 
learners and education is a shared responsibility between, 
home, school and community. We believe each learner 
deserves respect, fairness and understanding. We believe the 
learner must be nurtured within a safe, respectful, and 
cooperative environment in order to feel a sense of belonging. 

PAC Meeting 
February 7th 
Please join us for 
our PAC meeting 
to start @ 7: pm. 
All are welcome! 

PRO-D 
Jan 26th + 27th 
 Reminder school 
will be closed for 
students on Jan 26th 
and 27th. 

Family Day 
Monday Feb 12th 
Monday February 
12th! Enjoy the day 
together as a family  

J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 8  

Principal’s Message 

Happy New Year and welcome to 
2018! 

We hope everyone had a relaxing and 
enjoyable break. It is always exciting 

to bring in the start of a new year with 
all the possibilities of what the year 

ahead will bring.  

What are your goals for this upcoming 
year? Our goals at Baldonnel are to 
continue to establish positive, caring, 
inclusive learning environments, 
where students feel they belong, are 
valued and high standards of success 
are attainable by all. Thank you for 
your support in helping us to reach 
these important goals! 
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Basketball 
Our next school sport will be basketball. Thank 

you to Mr. Wuthrich and Mr. Secreto for 
coaching! 

SPIRIT DAY: HOUSE POINTS 
We had a fun and interesting Ugly Sweater day! 

The Mighty Mustangs: 12 participants. 

The Smarties: 12 participants. 

The Pink Panthers: 15 participants. 

 

Christmas Concert 

Thank you to everyone that came out to the Christmas 
Concert. It was really an enjoyable evening with a lot of fun 

entertainment!! Thank you to Ben Haab with Eagle Vision 
for live streaming! See it here: 

http://www.baldonnel.prn.bc.ca/?p=1674 

ORDER FORMS 
Please submit all forms in a timely manner. 

PINK SHIRT order forms are due by January 
19th. 
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Baldonnel School Goal #1 Social Responsibility 

Goal #1 Social Responsibility: to increase students’ 

safe, respectful, responsible, and kind behaviour at 
school. 

Objective A: To strengthen relationships within our 

school community by promoting a safe, caring, 
responsible, and respectful environment. 

Objective B: To build school connectedness where 

everyone feels safe, valued, and heard. 

Objective C: To increase student accountability for 

their actions/behaviours. 

Rationale:  Our school community has shifted over 

the past few years. There is a significant increase in 
the number of students requiring a wide variety of 

supports. As a school community we are continuing 

to support a diverse community of needs. We 

believe in building connectedness and promoting 
supportive and positive behaviours. We are also 

mindful of the ever increasing access students have 
to social media and the role this plays in their choice 

making and opportunity to engage in cyber bullying. 
There is a growing concern with how students treat 

school facilities and playground and the need to 
develop more ownership and pride in our school. 

We believe that an increased focus on our school 
values and virtues, as well as building a sense of 

belonging, through activities such as Bronco Days, 
Spirit Days, and continuing to develop home-school 

communication will build community 
connectedness that will increase safe, respectful, 

responsible and kind choices. 

BC’s New Curriculum 
Exploring core competencies 

The core competencies along 
with literacy and numeracy 
foundations and essential 
content and concepts are at the 
centre of the redesign of 
curriculum and assessment. 
Core competencies are sets of 
intellectual, personal and social 
and emotional proficiencies 

 that all students need to develop in 
order to engage in deep learning 
and life-long learning. Three core 
competencies were identified: 
Communication, Thinking, 
Personal and Social. Learn more: 
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/com
petencies 
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Strategies and Structures 

Some of the ways to meet our goal 
At Baldonnel some of the strategies we are 
implementing to reach our social responsibility goals 
are: 

-Teach and implement our behaviour matrix. We are 

continuing to consistently use our 4 guiding principles 
when discussing student behaviour: safe, responsible, 
respectful and kind.  

Self Regulation 
We work on teaching students about zones of regulation, 
which is a framework to foster self-regulation and emotional 

control. http://www.zonesofregulation.com/index.htmlWe 
foster growth mindset and positive thinking strategies and 

thinking. https://positivepsychologyprogram.com/growth-
vs-fixed-mindset/ 

Team Meetings 
As a staff we work together to meet the needs of all students 
in various ways: we build relationships and in particular 

being aware of any students with particular needs, staff 
discussions re: progress, planning, educational plans. We 

work with district itinerants such as speech, reading support, 

behaviour, deaf/hard hearing, counsellor etc. 

House Teams/Bronco & Spirit Days 
At Baldonnel students are placed in multi-age house groups. 
We have special house team days where students work 

together on an activity and school wide spirit days to help 
build a sense of belonging and community. At our 

assemblies we learn about our behaviour matrix and 
monthly virtues. Each class is responsible to teach about a 

virtue at one assembly. Gotcha awards are presented. 
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Student Corner 

The Super Scary Night as written by Paige 
Grade 3 

 

I ran faster and faster but the freaky pumpkinhead 

scarecrow was still chasing me. I ran into my house 
and hid under my bed that scarecrow was creepy! It 

said I want candy! It was Halloween night! I ran out 
of my house it disapeard. So I went trick or treating. 

I got two pillowcases full of candy the scarecrow 
came back it was terrifying so I ripped of it’s head 

and used it for my Haloween pumpkin and lived 
happily ever after! 

My Day as written by Zoe Grade 3 

Once thar was a girl her name is Cara. One morning 
she woke up and got redy for shool. At school now 

one wanted to play with her. When she was looking 
for her bakpak she couldn’t find it she started to look 

for it and finly she found it. But when she tried to 
get inside the door it was loked so she had to go in 

the kindergardin door. There she got in trouble 
because she was late. After school when she got 

home she just sent strat to bed in the morning she 
got redy for school. At school everyone wanted to 
play with her and she found her backpak esye and 

she wasn’t late. She was the first one thaere and she 
got a candy and a sticky that said way to go! After 

school she was so happy because she had the best 
day ;) 

Winter as written by Ruby Grade 2 

Winter is amazing! In winter we can build snow 
forts and igloos! Animals hibernate (like bears) and 

other animals. We have to dress warm because it is 
cold outside. The air is cold because it is winter. 

Christmas comes in winter. The snow is fun because 
we can make snowmen. I like winter J 

  

 

Winter as written by Vienna Grade 2 

Winter is fun! In winter, it get’s dark faster and 
day’s are shorter. We need to dress warm because it 

gets cold. In winter, animals hibernate and birds 
migrate because it gets cold. Christmas is in winter. 

We get to make snowmen with snow. In winter we 
can skate on ice. I like winter. 

 

Winter as written by Taris Grade 3 

Winter is amazing. Winter is the coldest season of 

all and the wind gets really cold. I like to skate on 
the ice on the lake with my dad. The months of 

winter are November December January and 
February. We all have to dress warm for winter so 

we don’t get cold. I make snowmen in winter and I 
dress them up with a hat and mitts and a scarf. I get 

cold so I sometimes have hot chocolate. This is 
winter. 

 

Science Facts about Bald Eagles by Avey Grade 4 

• Bald eagles have hollow bones 

• They can swim and float 

• They love to catch fish 

• Some will eat things scraps 

• When they mate they stay together for the 
rest of their lives 

• FACT: The oldest eagle I found was 38 
years old 

• I enjoyed my eagle project. 

 

 



 

 

 

Thank you! 
We appreciate the many volunteers for helping us to make our 
school the best it can be. Thank you to the PAC for the lunch and 
breakfast meals. Thank you for all of the food donations in 
December to help out our community. Together we are better! 

Christine Todd 

Principal 

Baldonnel 

Baldonnel Elementary School 

5836 Baldonnel Road 
Baldonnel, BC, V0C 1C6 
250-789-3396 
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